
 
 

©2013 Caremark. All rights reserved. 106-27424c   021113 
*Copay, copayment or coinsurance means the amount a plan member is required to pay for a prescription in accordance with a Plan, which may be a deductible, a percentage of the 
prescription price, a fixed amount or other charge, with the balance, if any, paid by a Plan. 
This document contains confidential and proprietary information of CVS Caremark and may not be reproduced, distributed or printed without written permission from CVS Caremark. 
This document contains references to brand-name prescription drugs that are trademarks or registered trademarks of pharmaceutical manufacturers not affiliated with CVS Caremark. 

- 1 - 
 

Summary – Current CVS Caremark Plan Design vs. Value Formulary 
 

 CVS CMK Current Plan Value Formulary 
Formulary Coverage Open for brands and generics, formulary exclusions for select non-preferred 

brands 
Closed for all brands, open for generics, formulary exclusions on numerous brands 

Utilization 
Management  

Traditional Generic Step Therapy for all 18 classes Step therapy on select brands, prior authorization and quantity limits on select brands 
and select generics 

Benefit Exclusions Cosmetic Agents, Anti-Obesity Impotence Agents, Cosmetic Agents, Anti-Obesity 

Grandfathering 
Through the Plan 

No 
 

No 

Specialty Drug 
Coverage 

Specialty Guideline Management for all available disease states, Specialty 
Preferred Drug Plan Design for Growth Hormone and Rheumatoid Arthritis 

Specialty Guideline Management for all classes, Specialty Preferred Drug Plan Design 
for all disease states 

Plan Member Copay* 
Tiers  

Five tiers:  Value Generics, Generics, Preferred Brands, 
Non-Preferred Brands, Specialty Brands 

Four tiers:  Value Generics, Generics, Covered Preferred Brands, 
Specialty Brands 

Multi-Source Brand 
Coverage 

When a generic is available but the pharmacy dispenses the brand for any 
reason, member pays the difference between the brand and the generic plus 
the brand copay (DAW Penalties) 

Not covered by the plan  

Preventive Care 
Treatment 

100% covered for member as required by Health Care Reform 100% covered for member as required by Health Care Reform 

Member Engagement 
Tools 

• General and targeted pre-implementation letters (member and 
prescriber) 

• Generic-focused point-of-service messaging 
• Post-implementation formulary disruption letters (member) 
• www.caremark.com 

• General and targeted pre-implementation letters 
• Open-access landing page on Caremark.com (member and prescriber) 
• Point-of-service messaging with class-specific alternatives for top classes, 

generic-focused messaging for other classes 
• Post-implementation therapy continuation letter, phone and fax outreach for 

maintenance classes (member and prescriber) 
• Post-implementation formulary disruption letters (member) 
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Value Formulary Coverage on Top Non-Specialty Classes vs. 
Existing Traditional Generic Step Therapy (TGST) Plan Design 

 
 Current Plan Design Plan Design with Value Formulary 

Drug Class Covered Drugs  
(No UM) 

Brands with Step 
Therapy (ST) 

Formulary 
Exclusions 

Covered Drugs  
(No UM) 

Brands with ST Formulary 
Exclusions 

Acne All generics (e.g., 
adapalene, benzoyl 
peroxide, clindamycin, 
isotretinoin, sodium 
sulfacetamide-sulfur, 
tretinoin) 

Acanya, Akne-Mycin, 
Azelex, Benzaclin, 
Benzefoam, Differin, 
Neobenz Micro, Pacnex, 
SE BPO 

None All generics (e.g., 
adapalene, benzoyl 
peroxide, clindamycin, 
isotretinoin, sodium 
sulfacetamide-sulfur, 
tretinoin) 

None All brands (e.g., Acanya, 
Akne-Mycin, Azelex, 
Benzaclin, Benzefoam, 
Differin, Neobenz Micro, 
Pacnex, SE BPO) 

ARBs (includes 
ARBs+HCTZ) 

All generics (e.g., 
eprosartan, irbesartan, 
losartan, generic ACE 
Inhibitors) 

Benicar, Diovan, 
Micardis, Tekturna 

Atacand, Edarbi All generics (e.g., 
eprosartan, irbesartan, 
losartan, generic ACE 
Inhibitors) 

Diovan (until generic 
launch) 

All brands (e.g., Benicar, 
Micardis, Tekturna, 
Atacand, Edarbi) 

Bisphosphonates All generics (viz. 
alendronate, 
ibandronate) 

Actonel, Atelvia, Binosto, 
Fosamax-D  

None All generics (viz. 
alendronate, 
ibandronate) 

None All brands (e.g., Actonel, 
Atelvia, Binosto, 
Fosamax-D) 

Benign Prostate 
Hyperplasia 

All generics (e.g., 
alfuzosin, doxazosin, 
finasteride, tamsulosin, 
terazosin) 

Avodart, Cardura XL, 
Rapaflo 

Jalyn All generics (e.g., 
alfuzosin, doxazosin, 
finasteride, tamsulosin, 
terazosin) 

None All brands (e.g., Avodart, 
Cardura XL, Rapaflo, 
Jalyn) 

Cholinesterase 
Inhibitors 

Namenda, Exelon patch, 
all generics (e.g., 
donepezil, galantamine, 
rivastigmine) 

Aricept 23 mg None All generics (e.g., 
donepezil, galantamine, 
rivastigmine), Aricept 23 
mg, Namenda,  

None Exelon, Aricept 5 mg, 
Aricept 10 mg, 
Razadyne, 
Razadyne ER 

Fibrates All generics (e.g., 
fenofibrate, gemfibrozil, 
fenofibric acid) 

Antara, Fenoglide, 
Lipofen, Triglide, Trilipix 

None All generics (e.g., 
fenofibrate, gemfibrozil, 
fenofibric acid) 

None All brands (e.g., Antara, 
Fenoglide, Lipofen, 
Triglide, Trilipix) 

HMGs All generics (viz. 
atorvastatin, simvastatin, 
pravastatin) 

Crestor, Lescol XL, 
Vytorin 

Advicor, Altoprev, Livalo All generics (viz. 
atorvastatin, simvastatin, 
pravastatin) 

None All brands (e.g., Crestor, 
Lescol XL, Vytorin, 
Advicor, Altoprev, Livalo) 
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 Current Plan Design Plan Design with Value Formulary 

Drug Class Covered Drugs  
(No UM) 

Brands with ST Formulary 
Exclusions 

Covered Drugs  
(No UM) 

Brands with ST Formulary 
Exclusions 

Intranasal Steroids All generics (viz. 
flunisolide, fluticasone, 
triamcinolone) 

Nasonex, Dymista, 
Zetonna 

Beconase AQ, Omnaris, 
Qnasl, Rhinocort Aqua, 
Veramyst 

All generics (viz. 
flunisolide, fluticasone, 
triamcinolone) 

None All brands (e.g., 
Nasonex, Dymista, 
Zetonna, Beconase AQ, 
Omnaris, Qnasl, 
Rhinocort Aqua, 
Veramyst) 

NSAIDs All generics (e.g., 
diclofenac, etodolac, 
ibuprofen, meloxicam, 
naproxen) 

Celebrex, Duexis,  
Cambia susp, Nalfon, 
Naprelan CR, Pennsaid, 
Voltaren gel, Zipsor 

Arthrotec, Flector All generics (e.g., 
diclofenac, etodolac, 
ibuprofen, meloxicam, 
naproxen) 

None All brands (e.g., 
Celebrex, Duexis,  
Cambia, Nalfon, 
Naprelan CR, Pennsaid, 
Voltaren, Zipsor, 
Arthrotec, Flector) 

Proton Pump 
Inhibitors 

All generics (e.g., 
lansoprazole, 
omeprazole, 
pantoprazole) 

Aciphex, Dexilant, 
Nexium, Zegerid susp., 
Prevacid susp., Prilosec 
susp., Protonix susp. 

None All generics (e.g., 
lansoprazole, 
omeprazole, 
pantoprazole), Prilosec 
susp. 

None Aciphex, Dexilant, 
Nexium, Zegerid, 
Prevacid, Protonix, 
Prilosec tablets 

Prostaglandin 
Analogues 

All generics (viz. 
latanoprost) 

Travatan Z, Zioptan Lumigan All generics (viz. 
latanoprost) 

None All brands (e.g., 
Travatan Z, Zioptan, 
Lumigan) 

Sleep Agents (non- 
benzodiazepines) 

All generics (viz. 
zolpidem, zolpidem ER, 
zaleplon) 

Lunesta, Edluar, Silenor, 
Zolpimist 

Intermezzo, Rozerem All generics (viz. 
zolpidem, zolpidem ER, 
zaleplon) 

None All brands (e.g., Lunesta, 
Edluar, Silenor, 
Zolpimist, Intermezzo, 
Rozerem) 

SNRIs All generics (viz. 
venlafaxine, venlafaxine 
ER) 

Cymbalta, Pristiq None All generics (viz. 
venlafaxine, venlafaxine 
ER) 

Cymbalta (until generic 
launch) 

Pristiq, Effexor 

SSRIs All generics (e.g., 
escitalopram, fluoxetine, 
sertraline, citalopram, 
paroxetine) 

Pexeva, Luvox CR, 
Viibryd 

None All generics (e.g., 
escitalopram, fluoxetine, 
sertraline, citalopram, 
paroxetine) 

None All brands (e.g., Pexeva, 
Luvox CR, Viibryd) 
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 Current Plan Design Plan Design with Value Formulary 

Drug Class Covered Drugs  
(No UM) 

Brands with ST Formulary 
Exclusions 

Covered Drugs  
(No UM) 

Brands with ST Formulary 
Exclusions 

Triptans All generics (viz. 
naratriptan, rizatriptan, 
sumatriptan) 

Axert, Frova, Relpax, 
Treximet, Zomig, 
Sumavel, Alsuma 

None All generics (viz. 
flunisolide, fluticasone, 
triamcinolone) 

None All brands (e.g., Axert, 
Frova, Relpax, Treximet, 
Zomig, Sumavel, 
Alsuma) 

Urinary 
Antispasmodics 

All generics (viz. 
oxybutynin,  
oxybutynin ER, 
tolterodine, trospium) 

Gelnique, Vesicare, 
Enablex, Anturol, 
Myrbetriq 

Detrol LA, Oxytrol, 
Sanctura XR, Toviaz 

All generics (viz. 
oxybutynin,  
oxybutynin ER, 
tolterodine, trospium) 

None All brands (e.g., 
Gelnique, Vesicare, 
Enablex, Anturol, 
Myrbetriq, Detrol LA, 
Oxytrol, Sanctura XR, 
Toviaz) 

 


